ICPOC 24 was linked to the celebrations of the International Year of the Periodic Table of Chemical Elements. On July 1 st , 2018, in Australia, the first four elements to be portrayed on the celebratory IUPAC100 Periodic Table of Younger Chemists were announced. On the same day, in Portugal, the opening session of ICPOC 24 was hosted by the Faro Municipality, at the Municipal Theatre, in Faro. The session, offered to ICPOC participants and to the general public, comprised two plenary lectures, delivered by Bernard Feringa (2016 Nobel laureate) and Frances Arnold (2018 Nobel laureate). Chemistry teachers from secondary schools in the Algarve were invited to attend. This session truly highlighted the breath of Physical Organic Chemistry, creating the atmosphere and setting the standards for the scientific exchange and debate held throughout the ICPOC 24 conference and thus paving ways toward further developments in Chemical Sciences (https://www. teatrodasfiguras.pt/pt/agenda/51389/24th-iupac-int-conf-on-physical-organic-chemistry.aspx).
The venue of ICPOC 24, Faro, is the main city of Algarve. Not far from Faro, near the southwestern most point of continental Europe, lies Sagres, a sacred promontory to the Romans. It was in Sagres that, legendarily, prince Henry the Navigator dreamed and planned the Portuguese discoveries in the 15 th century, searching for the unknown while expanding frontiers, in the quest to discovering a sea route to India. In a similar way, physical organic chemists search for new molecules and find new properties, often inspired by nature, in the quest to discovering ways to help solving major societal challenges, thereby contributing to the construction of a better world. Together with an outstanding scientific program, the participants were exposed to the colors, flavors, tastes, history and traditions of Portugal. The conference excursion, offered to all participants, comprised a visit to Fortaleza de Sagres, Cabo de S. Vicente, Forte do Beliche and Lagos. The conference dinner was held in Palácio de Estoi.
We would like to express our gratitude to everyone who supported this conference, from the attendees through the various members of our committees and to our extensive list of sponsors; special acknowledge- 
